What You Need To Know Before The Weekend

.  You will need to use your own digital equipment.

.  TEC has a laptop with a digital projector. Check with the church to see if they also have a digital projector in the sanctuary.

.  Check your equipment over carefully. Install new batteries and make sure you have enough for the weekend or use rechargeable batteries. It is a good idea to have a tripod. 
.  There are three pre-weekend meetings and you will be expected to attend at least two.

.  Spend time during these meetings looking around the church and getting a feel for lighting conditions and areas that are suited for team photos. Ask where the conference room will be. That is where the talks will be given and where you will be most of the weekend.

.  Practice talks will be done at each meeting by the youth giving them on the weekend.

.  Spend time with the different teams and get to know them. 

                              The Weekend  

                           Friday – Die Day 

This is a long day. As with all the days, there will be many things going on at the same time. Try to anticipate what is coming up next and where you will need to be to capture the events. 

.  The weekenders are due to arrive at 4pm. Be ready to get pictures of them checking in and be escorted around.

.  Take several shots as they play get acquainted games and as they are introduced to their table members. 

.  The weekenders are then taken to the conference room and will learn to sing for their meals. Get shots of them as they learn the songs and then as they perform for the kitchen team.

.  During the talks; be sure to get a couple shots of each speaker during their talk. Look around the room for the candid shots that capture the feelings and emotions of the weekenders during the talks. A zoom is good to have for this.

.  Get some shots of the tables as they meet to discuss the talks and as they do their presentations after the talks. (You do not need to do every table after every talk, but make sure each table is well represented)      

.  During Ash Wednesday service, set your tripod where you can get a couple of shots of the burning palms and the SD without using a flash. Get a shot or two with flash as well.

.  Get some shots of the Wheat Team doing readings. (Spread these out during the different services so that you have at least one shot of each “Wheatie” doing a reading).

.  Get several shots of the weekenders receiving the sign of the cross on their foreheads with the ashes.

.  “Stations of the Cross” will be presented in the sanctuary. Try to get a shot of each station.

.  Before ‘Stations of the Cross’ begins, find out where ‘the sins’ will be burned on the cross and move your tripod to where you can get an unobstructed view of the cross.

.  During “Burning of Sins”, take time exposures to get the flame effect. Also take a flash exposure as a back-up. Again, look for the candid shots as this is a very emotional time.

.  Before going to bed; review your photos. Clear any photos that are unnecessary. Are you getting everything? Check your batteries. Recharge all rechargeable batteries.

.  Review and download images.

.  Get some sleep !!!

                                  Saturday – Rise Day

.  Position yourself at the front of the procession as the weekenders are serenaded awake. Get shots of them waking up and getting to the sanctuary with their sleeping bags etc.

.  Get shots of ‘re-affirmation’ service and weekenders washing the ashes off their foreheads.

.  Remember to get shots of Wheat team speaking and look around the sanctuary for those candid shots.

.  During down times, arrange to get the Support, Kitchen, Wheat and Music Teams together and do individual team photos. (Saturday or Sunday)

.  The Wheat Team will be introduced after the Sacred Scriptures talk. Get a shot or two of them as they are introduced. Sometime after the Bible enthronement, make sure to get a shot of the Bible open on the stand.

. When the weekenders leave to swim, you should ride the bus to the pool and get some shots on the bus. Take several shots at the pool. If possible, get a ride back to the church before the weekenders arrive. Get some shots of the Agape dinner set-up.

.  You will need to photograph the weekenders singing  “I Just Want to Be a Sheep” for the Agape dinner but then slip into the dining area to get photos as they enter.

.  Enjoy your meal. You will need to get to the sanctuary ASAP to photo the weekenders as they enter the “Living Wheat” ceremony. Try to get shots of the candlelight procession of “living wheat”.

.  During free time, wander around and look for those candid shots.

.  Enjoy some time for yourself as well.

. Review and download your photos.

                                Sunday – Go Forth Day

.  Photo the weekenders as they are awakened.

.  Commissioning of the tables begins around 11am. Make arrangements to take individual table pictures during this time. Take a serious shot and a fun shot of each ‘table’.

.  Get shots during “Giving Tree”.

.  Gather everyone together for a group shot. Shoot at least 6 pictures. Have the best printed as a team photo (Sam’s Club) to give out to each individual at the reunion.

.  Arrange for someone to take photos during the “Beyond TEC” talk by the CoDs if you need to find a place to preview and arrange your slideshow.

.  Slideshow is given to the weekenders at 4:00. Have some TEC music to play during the presentation. 

.  You will be officially presented to the weekenders at this time. Make sure to announce to them that everyone will receive a team photo at the TEC reunion. (Date?)

.  Move equipment into the sanctuary to give the slide presentation to the parents at 5:30. 

. Take shots as weekenders enter the closing ceremony. Try and get some photos during and after service as well.

.  Help with clean-up.

                                       Thank You

                               After the Weekend

.  Get team photos printed (keep receipt).
.  Plan to be at the reunion. If you are unable, please get the equipment to someone who can do the final slideshow for you. 

.  Pass out the team photos. Have everyone check off their names from a team list as they take them. Mail a photo to anyone not present or have someone get their photo to them.

                         Key Points

1. Make sure that all weekenders have at least one photo of themselves in the slideshow.

2. Try to be as inconspicuous as possible.

3. Look for those shots that show the ‘heart and soul’ emotions.

4. Have fun. Be involved in the singing and the craziness. The weekenders will warm up to your presence more if you join in.

5. Get shots of the teams behind the scenes. Remember though that the majority of the shots should be of the weekenders.

6. You are able to move around a lot, use that to your advantage.

7. Be prepared: look over the days schedule and plan ahead.

8. Check your equipment often: change batteries at opportune moments. 

9.  Use a tripod for those low light shots.

10. If you choose to create a digital CD of the weekend TEC will        reimburse you for the CDs (keep receipts for the weekend treasurer).    Make sure the weekenders are able to download photos from the CD.

11. Remember when you shoot digital; take as many shots as you want but you will need to reduce them to about a 30 minute show for the weekenders and parents

                            Photo 

   Manual 

