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Welcome! 
Weekenders of TEC 101 
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UPCOMING  TEC WEEKEND 

TEC #104 

November 13 - 15, 2009 

Minnetonka Lutheran Church 
 

Give honor to the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the 

Lord in the splendor of his holiness.  Psalm 29:2  

 Prom season is here in full swingéa sure sign that the 

school year is almost over.  While I didnõt attend prom this 

year, I thought it would be strange being an old guy and all. I 

know many of my students were looking forward to it, I have 

heard many stories and seen lots of pictures.    

 While prom usually isnõt thought of in a spiritual con-

text, I would like to try to make a parallel between a slow 

dance and worship.  I have always thought of worship as a slow 

dance with God.  It is a time where you quietly and intimately 

spend time with Him.  You wrap your arms around God, and He 

does the same with you.  It is an intense and concentrated 

time spent with Him.  

 Whatever season of life you encounter, worship is al-

ways a way to get a hold of God.  You glorify God for who He 

is and not only what He has done.  It is a way to create a con-

nection with God.  

 Try to set apart a time of worship with God in your 

near future.  Maybe you will turn on some Christian music and 

imagine my mental image where you are dancing with God, or 

maybe you will act as if you are having a phone conversation 

with Him.  Whatever happens, I hope you are able to create a 

close connection with God in your everyday life.  

 

Jason  

OFF TO COLLEGE?   
CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS OR EMAIL? 
Help keep us up to date.  Just click the  
άŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎέ ƭƛƴƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
send us your email or address change. 



A note from Gene... 

Have any of you read ñThe Shackò? I am about two thirds of the way through it and I am fascinated by 
the imagery and the premise of the story. I certainly can identify with the notion that we tend to blame 
God for all the bad things that happen in our lives. I spent 20 useless years blaming him for all the deaths 
and unanswered prayers in my life. 
Currently lives are being torn apart by the economy, loss of jobs and lose of hope. It is a worldwide issue 
and seems at times to have no end. People seem to feel there is nothing solid to hold onto anymore. But 
there is. God has always been with us and always will. We just have to open the door for Him and let 
Him fully into lives. Trust that He has things under control. Trust, thatôs the hard part. 
There was an email that went around a couple years ago about a mountain climber who fell from the side 
of the mountain in the dark. He was hanging from the side of the mountain by his rope that seemed to 
save him from certain death. He had no strength to climb up the rope so he just hung there suspended in 
mid air. He called out, òGod, save meò. A voice called back to him, ñLet go of the ropeò. He couldnôt do 
that. It would be sure death. Again he called out, ñGod, if you truly love me, save meò. Again he heard the 
voice say, òLet go of the ropeò. The climber was certain now there was no God or his prayers would be 
answered. So he clung desperately to his rope. In the morning the rescuers found his frozen body cling-
ing to the rope five feet from the ground. 
It took me a long time to let go of my ñropeô and trust God. What is your ñropeò that is keeping you from 
trusting God? I pray that you will see in this time of uncertainty that the one thing we can be certain of is 
Godôs love for us. 
Cling to that!! 
 

Happy Easter 
Gene 

 

ğPrior to all TEC weekends, the newsletter will be available on the web at www.mmltec.org 

Minnesota Via de Cristo is similar to a TEC weekend in that it is a weekend retreat for encountering Christ and  
establishing or strengthening a personal relationship with Him. There are many opportunities to keep               
the Via de Cristo and TEC programs alive in you home congregations, but it takes all of us in prayer                                  

and action to make it happen.  
Please consider attending a Via de Cristo, or serve on a TEC weekend as an adult.  

 Visit mnviadecristo.org for details on VDC weekends in your area!  
 

TEC FOR ADULTS/PARENTS?  

  CURSILLO MAY BE JUST THAT! 
ñWay of Christò 

If you are an adult or a parent of a TECie searching for a weekend to get away                       
from it all and to have your "gas tank" filled with the Holy Spirit -                                                                          

a Via de Cristo weekend may be just the thing for you.   



TEC Team Selections 
 
We are frequently asked, ñHow do you put the teams 
together?ò So here is how we do the selections.  When 
we receive an application, we mark it by the date we 
receive it.  It is then entered on our computer with your 
1st, 2nd and 3rd choice selections. Remember, you can-
not work in the conference room until you have worked 
a team outside of the conference room.  We then pray 
about the team selection. The teams are then assem-
bled and every attempt is made to give you either your 
1st or 2nd choice. But as teams fill this is not always pos-
sible.  We do not let you know in advance what team 
you will be serving on because we want you to keep 
your focus on serving God rather than who you will be 
with you on team. 
Remember; if you plan to give a talk,  
include an outline  with your application.  
 

Gene & Laurie Whitbeck, team allocations. 

What if They Gave a Party and No One Cameé 
 

For a majority of us, the Agape Dinner was the most  
memorable part of the TEC weekend.  Sitting at the Lordôs  
table, in his presence, the flowered cross in the middle and the 
heavenly voices serenading.  This was followed by ñLiving 
Wheat.ò  Remember the sanctuary filled with people and the 
ocean of candles?  Those people were ñTECiesò that came to 
support you.  Will you do the same to support the new week-
enders? 
 

We, the TEC Council, prayerful ask that you attend 
 the Agape serenade and Living Wheat  

for every TEC you can make it to.   
 

It is a brief sacrifice of time for you,  
but a lifetime of memories for the weekenders.  

 

TEC 103 Agape  
Plan to serenade at the Agape dinner and stay for the 

òliving wheatõ service. Please arrive by 6:00pm  

to serenade. 

 

Directions to Shepherd of the Hills 
 

1 block north of 694 on Victoria St  

Spread the Word... 
 

Hey TECies!  Do you know of a church that doesn't know 

anything about TEC?  Or does your youth  

director know nothing about TEC?  How DO we get more 

people involved?  TEC has put together a DVD presentation 

that tells all about what a TEC weekend is.  If you know of 

someone interested in TEC and they want to know more, A 

TEC Council member will be available for questions and a 

presentation on TEC at your church.  Just email or call any 

member of the council for more details. 

 Everything in the Scriptures is God's Word. All of it 
is useful for teaching and helping people and for cor-
recting them and showing them how to live. The Scrip-
tures train God's servants to do all kinds of good 
deeds. 2 Timothy 3:16-17  

 

I don't know about you, but I love me some Lucky 

Charm cereal. Who doesn't? Everyone eats it a differ-

ent way. The way I eat it is like a science. I first go 

through and eat all the little brown-wheat-like things 

out first. I push all the marshmallows to the side in 

one big floating clump. After I have eaten every last 

wheat-thing, I'm ready for the best part!! A mouth 

full of marshmallowy goodness. I usually can eat 3-5 

bowls, no kidding.  

Some people read the Bible the way I eat lucky 

charms. The things that people get convicted of or 

don't really plan on following through with in their 

walk with God ,are like the little wheat-things. You 

don't really mind the little wheat things but you could 

do without them. You'd rather have the marshmallows, 

and the equivalent to marshmallows in God's word are 

the things that are easy for you to follow. Like "thou 

shalt not steal", well if youõre not a clepto-maniac then 

that really won't be a problem or you. 

Verses like love Jesus , do good works, love each 

other, help the poor etc. are like marshmallows , they 

are happy- feel good verses. More often than not easy 

to follow. But the entire Bible is God-Word. The en-

tire Bible cover to cover , God has inspired men and 

women to write. So because its God-inspired we need 

to follow, full-heartedly, the whole thing. Not just the 

feel good things (marshmallows). But also the things 

that are harder to follow. The things that aren't easy 

to stay away from. (drinking, smoking, lying, pride, 

etc). Remember that the whole bowl of cereal is good, 

and you have to eat them all. Follow all of God's word 

and watch how He blesses you in return, could be a 

whole lot of marshmallows!    -Jason 

Points to Ponder from the Prez 



Hey everyone! Iõm Sammi Smith and I recently joined TEC Council as one of the two youth members.  Iõm 16 and a junior at 
Minnetonka High School.  My home church is Mount Calvary Lutheran in Excelsior to which I have been going my whole life.  
Abby introduced me to her church community about a year ago and I now consider myself a member of both churches.  The 
youth ministry at Mount Calvary has just begun to grow with the addition of our new youth director, Ben Richter, and I enjoy 
helping him out as much as I can.  Last summer, I went to Beattyville, KY with Minnetonka Lutheran Church to work for Habi-
tat for Humanity.  It was so much fun!  TEC was introduced to me because Abby was going to do it so I signed up with her and, 
since going through, my faith has truly grown.  I wanted to help out the ministry in any and every way I could so I joined  
Council. Iõm excited to see the ministry improve and evolve. 
 
God bless, 
Sammi Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My name is Abby Schnorr.  I am a junior at Minnetonka High School.  I went throught TEC 98.  I am very involved in my church, 
leading a confirmation group, helping run a Valentine's Day Dinner, and going on mission trips every summer.  I recently joined 
TEC Council and have really enjoyed it so far.  This ministry has helped my faith grow immensely and has changed my life alto-
gether, so I want to do anything possible to make it better for other high schoolers to help them grow in their faith like I have. 
 
I'm not sure what else to say   
-Abby 
 

TEC COUNCIL WELCOMES ITõS NEWEST MEMBERS! 



Welcome Weekenders of TEC 101 
November 2008 

Minnetonka Lutheran  
BETSY BAER 

TRACY BECKER 

SHAELYN BOGREN 

NAOMI BRUE 

ISAAC CHAUSS 

JACOB CHAUSS 

SHAUNA CONROY 

A. J. ECKBERG 

CHRIS FLAHERTY 

CALLIE FLYNN 

ELENA FORCHAS 

JENNIFER GRAIKA 

SARAH GWIN 

KELSEY HAMBOR 

PARKER LAPLANT 

GRACE MAPLES 

JOSH MATHER 

HUNTER MURPHY 

JONATHAN NORTON 

KAYLEEN NYMEYER 

AMBER QUESENBERRY 

BRITTANEY RAYMAKERS 

MAYA REINHOLDZ 

JULIA REINISCH 

DANIELLE SAILER 

ASHLYNN SEELY 

ALICIA SKOGEN 

ALLIE SMITH 

CAROLYN SPECA 

MARCUS SPECA 

MATT SPODEN 

JESSICA TAPPAINER 

AMANDA TVEITE 

ALEX TYRE 

LUKAS WEIL 

 

 



TEC #103 TEAM LIST 

Ambrose, Sarah 

Bachman, Marlys 

Bailey, Cindy 

Buegler, Todd 

Card, Lizz 

Drometer, Angel 

Flaherty, Chris 

Furst, Terri 

Halvarson, Gina 

Jorgensen, Peter 

Keeler, Erik 

Kempthorne, Amanda 

Kempthorne, Jason 

Kirch, Audra 

Kuhbander, Bill 

Kuhbander, Joey 

Larson, Craig 

Lavigne, Jeff 

Maes, Brett 

McCarty, Lisa 

Morrow, Megan 

Murphy, Hunter 

Nierengarten, Stephen 

Oltman, Jon 

Pearson, Jillian 

Pritchard, Dylan 

Quinn, Chrissi 

Reese, Heather 

Saatela, Rob 

Saatela, Emily 

Scherven, Kelsey 

Schlueter, Dan 

Schnorr, Abby 

Schwedler, Kurt 

Sherman, Kristin 

Smith, Sammi 

Smith, Allie 

Spoden, Matt 

Stadler, Steve 


