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A message 

from Jason... 

 
Happy Easter!   
I hope this newsletter finds all of well.  As I am writing this we are 
in the season of Lent.  Lent is the season of the church calendar 
that leads up to easter.  It is a time when many Christians the 
world over intentionally do things to grow closer to God.  They 
may give something up like chocolate, or the Internet, or 
facebook.  Some choose to add something such as prayer, 
devotion time, or bible study.  I love this time of year because of 
the anticipation of getting to celebrate the resurrection.  We as 
Christians get to use this time of year to reflect on the promise 
that we have in Christ's death and resurrection.  The promise we 
have is that we are forgiven.  The promise is that we will have life 
after death.  The promise is that God loves us enough to send His 
son to die the death we should have died, so that we can have 
forgiveness that we don't deserve.  The love and grace that God 
shows us through Easter is the reason that we use the season of 
lent to reflect on those promises.  My encouragement for all of us 
is to reflect each day on those promises and to not just confine 
our celebration of the resurrection to one day.  I hope that we will 
all start to celebrate the resurrection everyday and to live in the 
promise we have.  As it says in Matthew  
 
 14"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be 
hidden. 15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. 
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in 
the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before men, 
that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in 
heaven.  
 
Christ calls us to share the good news of Easter with the world.  
He calls us to do this by the way we live.  As St. Francis of Assisi 
encouraged ñPreach the Gospel at all times and when necessary 
use words.ò   
 
I hope everyone has a great Easter and look forward to serving 
with you soon.    
 
Shine On, 
Jason 
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A note from Gene... 

I am usually saddened when I hear TECies say that after a weekend they are sad because they go back to school, or 

work, because they do not have anyone to talk to about their TEC experience. Their common response is: òMy friends 

just wouldnõt understand ò. 

How do you know that?  

Do Christians go around with signs on saying, òI love Jesus, talk to meó? Of course they don't. But how do you know 

what others believe unless you tell them what you believe?  

I grew up in a family that was taught you never talk about politics or religion (they included sex too but thatõs another 

topic). Many people still adhere to that way of thinking. Is it wrong? I think so.  

I believe that if we truly believe in Jesus and His teachings we are told to òmake disciples of all nationsó. We cannot do 

that unless we go where people are and talk about it. So tell your friends about your TEC weekend by all means. But 

remember, it was not about TEC. You experienced a small sample of the love and grace of Jesus. Invite others to a 

TEC weekend so they might experience that love and grace as well. That can only happen if you TALK ABOUT IT.  

  

Here are a few conversation starters:  

Who am I ð How did the weekend change me?  

Sacred Scriptures ð Tell about the cool bible you now have.  

God is Love ð Nobody loves me like He does.  

Christians in the Community ð Tell about what itõs like to have a ôfamilyõ that lifts you up, supports you and shares your 

beliefs.  

Communication ð How do I talk to others and God?  

Christians Called to Action ð How can we reach out to help others in need and show them Godõs love? 

  

Donõt be afraid. God is counting on us to spread his love. 

TALK ABOUT IT!!!!!  

Happy Easter  

Gene 

ğPrior to all TEC weekends, the newsletter will be available on the web at www.mmltec.org 

TEC FOR ADULTS/PARENTS?  

  CURSILLO MAY BE JUST THAT! 
ñWay of Christò 

If you are an adult or a parent of a TECie searching for a weekend to get away                       

from it all and to have your "gas tank" filled with the Holy Spirit -                                                                          
a Via de Cristo weekend may be just the thing for you.   

Minnesota Via de Cristo is similar to a TEC weekend in that it is a weekend retreat for encountering Christ and  
establishing or strengthening a personal relationship with Him. There are many opportunities to keep               

the Via de Cristo and TEC programs alive in you home congregations, but it takes all of us in prayer                                  
and action to make it happen.  

Please consider attending a Via de Cristo, or serve on a TEC weekend as an adult.  

 Visit mnviadecristo.org for details on VDC weekends in your area!  
 



TEC Team Selections  
 
We are frequently asked, ñHow do you put the 
teams together?ò So here is how we do the 
selections.  When we receive an application, we 
mark it by the date we receive it.  It is then entered 
on our computer with your 1st, 2nd and 3rd choice 
selections. Remember, you cannot work in the 
conference room until you have worked a team 
outside of the conference room.  We then pray 
about the team selection. The teams are then 
assembled and every attempt is made to give you 
either your 1st or 2nd choice. But as teams fill this is 
not always possible.  We do not let you know in 
advance what team you will be serving on because 
we want you to keep your focus on serving God 
rather than who you will be with you on team. 
Remember; if you plan to give a talk,  
include an outline  with your application.  
 

Gene & Laurie Whitbeck, team allocations.  

 

 

What if They Gave a Party and No One Cameé 
 

For a majority of us, the Agape Dinner was the most memorable part of the TEC weekend.  Sitting at the 
Lordôs table, in his presence, the flowered cross in the middle and the heavenly voices serenading.  This 
was followed by ñLiving Wheat.ò  Remember the sanctuary filled with people and the ocean of candles?  
Those people were ñTECiesò that came to support you.  Will you do the same to support the new 
weekenders? 
 

We, the TEC Council, prayerful ask that you attend the Agape serenade and Living Wheat  
 

for every TEC you can make it to.   
 

It is a brief sacrifice of time for you, but a lifetime of memories for the weekenders.  
 

TEC 106 Agape  
Plan to serenade at the Agape dinner and stay for the òliving wheatõ service.  

Please arrive by 6:00pm to serenade.  
 

Directions to Lord of Life  
 

18500 County Rd. 101 Maple Grove, MN 55311 
494 to Bass Lake Rd.  Go W 4.1 miles to Cty. Rd 101.  Church is straight ahead.  

Spread the Word...  
 

Hey TECies!  Do you know of a church that doesn't know 

anything about TEC?  Or does your youth  

director know nothing about TEC?  How DO we get more 

people involved?  TEC has put together a DVD presentation 

that tells all about what a TEC weekend is.  If you know of 

someone interested in TEC and they want to know more, A 

TEC Council member will be available for questions and a 

presentation on TEC at your church.  Just email or call any 

member of the council for more details.  

OFF TO COLLEGE?   
CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS OR EMAIL? 
Help keep us up to date.  Just click the  
άŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎέ ƭƛƴƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
send us your email or address change. 



TEC 105  

 

Being the lone director made me a little nervous at first, but after going through the 
weekend I saw that God had made me the lone director for a reason. I am so proud of all 

the weekenders, all of you had such great enthusiasm and energy. The weekend helped me 
give more of my issues to God because he's the one that controls life. All the speakers did 
wonderful and I'm super excited for TEC 106. I especially want to thank God for affecting 

so many people.  Thatõs it's the reason why I always want to come back. 

 

Matt Spoden 

Co-D Corner - A message from the TEC 105 Co-D 


