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"I am telling you the truth: A grain of wheat remains no more than a single grain unless it is  dropped into the ground and dies. If it 

does die, then it produces many grains." John 12:24  
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Happy Easter!  I wanted to take some time to tell you about 
some exciting things that the TEC council has been working 
on this summer.  Through talking to many of you we 
identified that we needed to update the ways we 
communicate as well as some of the training we provide to 
those serving on team.  You may have noticed that we are 
making a larger attempt to use electronic forms of 
communication such as email and facebook.  Our MMLTEC 
facebook group is an awesome way to stay connected with 
the TEC community and share memories, questions, or 
prayer requests.  We have also revamped the website to 
add more ways to share the experience that you have had 
with Jesus with others. 
We are very excited to launch a new format for the team 
meetings that we hope will equip those serving on team to 
be more confident in their skills as representatives of Christ.  
The new format for the team meetings will be more focused 
on equipping the team to be effective peer ministers.  
These new trainings are going to be awesome.  They will 
be educational, interactive and very fun. 
Our goal is to move TEC forward in relevance and as an 
organization that helps to shape young believers to be role 
models the whole church can look to.  As I think of the TEC 
community I am reminded of 1 Timothy 4:12, that says 
ñDonôt let  anyone look down on you because you are 
young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in 
life, in love, in faith, and in purity.ò  My prayer is that you will 
take those words to heart and continue to seek to be like 
Christ in all the things that you do. 
We are excited to learn and grow together as a community 
to serve Christ.  If you have questions or comments please 
email us at MMLTEC@mmltec.org. 
 
Shine On, 
Jason Waldron 
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http://www.lordoflife.org/
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A note from Gene... 

Iõve noticed lately that a lot of apps coming in for people to work teams list their home church as òsearchingó. How do 

you go about shopping for a new church? Do you wait for friends to invite you to go to their church? Do you surf the 

web? Do you visit other churches? How often?  

I can understand that need to find a place where we fit in. A church where we feel fed and nourished by the Word of 

God.  

Laurie and I became òshoppersó ourselves after a major upheaval in the church we called home for 16 years. It was 

hard thinking of leaving a church that had once nurtured and cared for us. We tried to stay but it just did not work 

out.  

But before we became shoppers we became sitters. You know, the people who sit at home on Sundays because it is just 

too hard to get up and go to any church. The hard part with òsitting it outó is that the longer you wait to go to church 

the easier it is not to go at all. We found that out. But then we missed that òcommunityó that uplifted and encouraged 

us. 

I know when we began looking for a new church to call home we worshipped at several different churches to find that 

right fit.  Is there such a thing as the òperfectó church? I donõt know. Iõve come to feel that our sense of perfection 

comes from how we choose to be involved in our churches. When we feel committed to serve others and give God all 

the credit and praise, we are following in Christõs footsteps and he is perfect. 

Wherever you are in your church life, be it a regular worshipper or a seeker, seek to fellowship with other believers 

and follow the examples of Christ. Remember, TEC cannot be your church. But you can bring the energy you get from 

TEC to your church.  

Happy Easter  

Gene 

ğPrior to all TEC weekends, the newsletter will be available on the web at www.mmltec.org 

Minnesota Via de Cristo is similar to a TEC weekend in that it is a weekend retreat for encountering Christ and  
establishing or strengthening a personal relationship with Him. There are many opportunities to keep               

the Via de Cristo and TEC programs alive in you home congregations, but it takes all of us in prayer                                  
and action to make it happen.  

Please consider attending a Via de Cristo, or serve on a TEC weekend as an adult.  

 Visit mnviadecristo.org for details on VDC weekends in your area!  
 

TEC FOR ADULTS/PARENTS?  

  CURSILLO MAY BE JUST THAT! 
ñWay of Christò 

If you are an adult or a parent of a TECie searching for a weekend to get away                       

from it all and to have your "gas tank" filled with the Holy Spirit -                                                                          
a Via de Cristo weekend may be just the thing for you.   



TEC Team Selections  
 
We are frequently asked, ñHow do you put the 
teams together?ò So here is how we do the 
selections.  When we receive an application, we 
mark it by the date we receive it.  It is then 
entered on our computer with your 1st, 2nd and 
3rd choice selections. Remember, you cannot 
work in the conference room until you have 
worked a team outside of the conference room.  
We then pray about the team selection. The 
teams are then assembled and every attempt is 
made to give you either your 1st or 2nd choice. 
But as teams fill this is not always possible.  We 
do not let you know in advance what team you 
will be serving on because we want you to keep 
your focus on serving God rather than who you 
will be with you on team. 
Remember; if you plan to give a talk,  
include an outline  with your application.  
 

Gene & Laurie Whitbeck, team allocations. 

 

What if They Gave a Party and No One Cameé 
 

For a majority of us, the Agape Dinner was the most  
memorable part of the TEC weekend.  Sitting at the Lordôs  
table, in his presence, the flowered cross in the middle and the 
heavenly voices serenading.  This was followed by ñLiving 
Wheat.ò  Remember the sanctuary filled with people and the 
ocean of candles?  Those people were ñTECiesò that came to 
support you.  Will you do the same to support the new 
weekenders? 
 

We, the TEC Council, prayerful ask that you attend 
 the Agape serenade and Living Wheat  

for every TEC you can make it to.   
 

It is a brief sacrifice of time for you,  
but a lifetime of memories for the weekenders.  

 

TEC 104 Agape  
Plan to serenade at the Agape dinner and stay for the 

òliving wheatõ service. Please arrive by 6:00pm  

to serenade.  

 

Directions to Minnetonka Lutheran  

16023 Minnetonka Blvd  
 

1 mile West of 494 on Minnetonka Blvd  

Spread the Word...  
 

Hey TECies!  Do you know of a church that doesn't know 

anything about TEC?  Or does your youth  

director know nothing about TEC?  How DO we get more 

people involved?  TEC has put together a DVD presentation 

that tells all about what a TEC weekend is.  If you know of 

someone interested in TEC and they want to know more, A 

TEC Council member will be available for questions and a 

presentation on TEC at your church.  Just email or call any 

member of the council for more details.  

OFF TO COLLEGE?   
CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS OR EMAIL? 
Help keep us up to date.  Just click the  
άŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎέ ƭƛƴƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
send us your email or address change. 

Co-D Corner 
A message from 

the TEC 103 Co-Ds 
 
Hi Tecies! 
Itôs your April co-dôs giving an update on what weôve 
been up to.  Since TEC 103, we have been busy!  
We spent our summers traveling, playing soccer, and 
spending time with friends.  One of our best 
memories is our mission trip to Beattyville, Kentucky 
with Minnetonka Lutheran Church where we spent a 
week helping out people in the community.  We dug 
trenches, painted roofs, and helped build a church 
while getting to know people who live in Beattyville.   
It was really fun and it felt good to know we helped 
out.  We have also been attending TEC council, 
where we have been working to make TEC better for 
everyone involved.  Big things are happening that we 
are very excited about!  Now that school has started, 
our lives are busier than ever between school, 
friends, jobs, and soccer, but we are eagerly waiting 
for November TEC to start.  If you are not able to 
work, try to make it to Agape or the closing service to 
show your support and Godôs love! 
In His name, 

Abby Schnorr and Sammi Smith 



TEC COUNCIL WELCOMES YOU!  

TEC Council 2009:  
Front Chris Tianen   

1st row  L-R Laurie Whitbeck, Sammi Smith , Audra Kirsch, Abby Schnorr   
2nd row - Gene Whitbeck, James Verlautz, Kurt Schwedler, Paula Nierengarten,  

Kate Sutlief, Jason Waldron, Peter Jorgensen.   
Back row - Steve Nierengarten, Jason Kempthorne, Mike Montesinos,  

Jeff Kellogg, Don Frogner.   
Not pictured - John Rogers, Katie Ullman 


